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f aiwtah kers have ameliorated our availability to
depend on Him more readily, and confidently pr e
adversity. Thus, we are eternally grateful to
Shepherd who is spiritually anoint-etdo amal dlcyadmn
and skillfully teach the good news gospel, Dbrirt
given him. He i s a prolificdpreaschecompasbieonse

whom t he -bZeiloine vfearist har e asking God to continue t
through and uses him to help change the people
communrionmiees i fe at a ti me!

We believe that the Word of God and prayer ca
and that our help comes from the LORD who gi Vve:
He puts people around us to be His hands and f ¢
church environment where God brings people toge

one another. Without fail, we constantly gl ori
that no moment is void of heavenly revelation!
Honoring his birthright and generations of na
Rev. Dr. Roscoe D. Cooper, Jr., the Senior Past
to be the keynote evangelist for this significe:
excited audience, Dr. CoopeXr3,chb%,.e2, sarsctraempttiut
iProfits That AccunmdbateasoPdoubreAcoouaged and
of Philippi, Dr. Cooper encouraged Pastor and I
focus on what He has done, celebrate the futur e
called us to do. Through it all, remember that
we do everything right; yet, the God we serve i
Pastor Roscoe D. Cooper |11 to us. Now we must
and thank Him for bringing Pastor and Peopl e t
Coomerser mon was powerfully delivered practical

of the glory of God was felt and valued througt

THE BEST IS YET TO COME!!!
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~by Deacon Mary Kemp-~

The Rising Mount Zion Baptist Church held its first Ministry Leadership Summit since COVID on Saturday,
September 30, in the Zion sanctuary. The summit began promptly at the scheduled time with Pastor
Cooper presiding. He greeted everyone and called the gathering to order, asking Deacon Lorenzo
Doswell to read the scriptural readings, 1 Thessalonians 5:11and Hebrew 6:10, and Deacon Mary Kemp to
offer the opening prayer. Realizing that the pandemic had changed, impacted and challenged our church

and the world, Pastor Cooper immediately opened with the purpose of the meeting  ---to re-imagine, re -
engage, and re-birth the Zion ministries. Being a forward -thinking leader, he knew that in order for the
church ministries to resume and function on a level to serve and meet the needs of a transformed and
diverse congregation, adjustments, new values and beliefs had to be adapted.

For emphasis, Pastor Cooper referenced the scripture reading,  Mark 2:22, stressing the fact that just as
new wine is not put in old wineskins nor can church ministries function in the traditional manner they did
before the virus. Already the RMZ church worship services, prayer calls, and Bible study sessions are in -
person and/or online, increasing the participation beyond measure. While considering a similar
approach, it is essential that our church ministries be rearranged to serve and meet the needs of its
peopl e. As Godds spiritual servants and mini st g
and behavior and begin to think bigger, believe bigger, expect bigger, be used by God and operate in

the area of our gifts. A poignant example was ci
things,6 indicating that oOnewoO6 requires r ebuiskrdantn
leaders (John 13:14 who have a Jesuslike spirit ---see yourself as a foot-washer, shift your thinking, and
serve with a joyful heart. Furthermore, He wants us to be shepherds over His people, not because we
must, but rather because we desire and care to lead, feed, and meet the needs of others and lead by
example.

Shifting the participation Pastor divided the large group into four smaller groups composed of
approximately fifteen or more persons in each group. The following questions were assigned to each
group.

Why do you feel called to do ministry?

What are the characteristics of a great leader?

What should the church look like?

How do we re -engage our congregation, including children and youth?

Each group chose or a person volunteered to be the writer and/or the presenter. Time was allotted for the
group members to answer each question, followed with the presenter orally sharing the answers of his/
her group in the open dialogues. As anticipated, some answers were echoed in each group and a
plethora of ideas were birthed in the group discussions.

PwpdPE

In conclusion, Pastor Cooper encouraged the participants to bind together with God and others, commit to
Goddés Wil , to be intentional Gieat Canmandmenti rnagd the HGeeat
Commission which makes a great church. The five purposes of the church are  Worship, Ministering,
Evangelism, Fellowship, and Discipleship.  Pastor Cooper emphatically pronounced that in the post -
pandemic era, the church and its ministries must be approached in a diverse direction that serve and meet

the needs of its people and realize that new times call for new things!!

A Well -Planned, Purposeful, Timely, and Most Fruitful Summit!
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By Goldie LeGorde Johnson
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far loeingrsetected as the Rising Mount Zion VOICE Newsletter

spotlight person for its December 2023 issue!

The RMZ Church Family is extending with love, hearty congratulatiods to r |
LeGor de




Being a Christian is
like being a pumpkin!

God picks you from the patch and
brings you in.
(John 15:16)

Then washes all the dirt off of you.
(2 Corinthians 5:17)

He opens you up and scoops out all
the yucky stuff. He removes the seeds
of doubt, hate, greed, etc:
(Romans 6:6:)

Then He carves you a new smiling
face.
(Psalm 71:23)

And He puts His light inside you to
shine for all the world to see.
(Matthew 5:16)

THE FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane

©2017 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.

www.familycircus.com

“I'M PONE TOO, MOMMY.
MY TUMMY 1S ALL OUT
OF THANKS.”

Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com
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4 Sick,Shut -in & Bereaved Families

- -

Be joyful in hope, patient iRomdrd ilZ:iloxh,NIffMi th
D HEAMRS.Y of us have earnest, persistent prayelrs t
d does care and He does hear alll our requéeRdmans He
. PAstor Cooper and the Zion family | ove, support,
paration of your |l oved one Never give up on| our
ni potence that gives us wultimate value, protedqtior
Sister Ambreorurbuwghheessr mat Si salergBandmotiaek son.
Sister LaTbOgpbhabBPawneyYoung Mi asldDat i g aki Powhayl an hbe
motfheéraw and thelSisgeandmanh®e| amar .
Brother Rodwowey nRoHBwrnast hseorn ,Sol omord ALherseawrRoana |VA.
Sister Lisa CrutchfieldBSbobrbkbet, HBnoy h é&r Bay memd S
Streean®&Bbster Cassandra Street, Trustee Mari or Mc |
Street, Si ster oMarMahr&maatnfblgir t Bemuce McMackl e, Ji ste
Mal carom)rn her son, his brot hBrrot hhehrei Ka rneeegprh edwe r |manidn
Sister Al moer As DaBriostulsebranllar ol d Edwar d Davi s.
Deaconess HehBmotTherDakKennentohurMc Ghoewa nf at hBerro tahnedr| hR osk
Mc Cowan, Sr .
Sister Cor |l i sJso hfirseocha MBarottchrer Carr ol | Morton,an@r . ,
Brother Chequan Jones, Sister Brittany Jonean|d Brc
Sister Jaymalwhr Mohdronhusband, t heir f atBireat, h earn dMa thte
Emanuel Johnson.
Deacon Renita Thornton (Rev. Wi lliam S. Jr.), |Sist
Thornton |11 (Sister Jasmine), Brother Eric Thorn
(SisteranBdamsaa), Shi r Ineoyu rBn. hReorb isnissotne r -d atuhgehitre ra u|nrte,s g
Sister Rita Hubbard Russell.
Brother Ronald Johas@rn (KSe nsdreano dBoehvnesro gy )b r o tBhreort| haerr d
William Jefferson.
Sister EdnanSiCectway Patricia Oliver, SisterarCsirsotleyrn
Ebony @buwver her sisSiest eamdDdrhetihy aiaminey.
Sister Sheila Green (Brothem8iswveéen) Ta®iseet nglaamt
Brother Jermaine Branch (Sistean@8Rosstnewrn dQh a ySPias|titRerb i
Laila Robinson,, Yoam¥dgo uvhigs sMiAsatl e ryradhno d megtrtaengr afyr ot |
uncRet,ired CSM LIl oyd Col ey.
Sister Rita Billings, Sister Karen Scott, Si ster
Kwal eek Val entine, Brot her Kyan Val entine, Barngdt h e |
Sister Tai snhoaur\halheenrt ianwent , her mot lgpera,ndanmd hehe¢i me
Sister El.sie Valentine
Sister Jelmoiumrern sBrhabrc.hmdit hémaVer ne Br anch.
Sister Joyce Thompson, Sister Delanrdash® eAn dik aeemvess| h aSi E
mourn their WBmoltd/legr dateo flLresdluat,mt Hi $d1. VA.
Sister Edith Rei dmog¢gBns®t hBrro titaerrh elha nLi.e)l Snead.
Sister Ceressa (Cee) Randol ph @BMouhgr Aol mai®s) st 8
Ri chmowdr n her sister 8nhdtéehelChaanbes/ Bebatcaubt kon
Sister Ki moarrinys Welrl deaBid gt hhed ocoArdr d ws eRabert g|.
Sister Roasndias tMars oho n smoaunrcne tM@ésiotnea u ikKtayr en Tur nelr .
Sister Marie Downey(TrusteanBrhotther SPIlit®erDdvwamely a L
mourn her mot her @ingltéeheCat lyeodinnleh @@ hi eve
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What | am Thankf ul For
By Belinda Johnson
I am grateful for having parents who made
whi ch was, no doubt, the foundation of my f ai
me and continues to keep me and my family.
beauti ful, -wortlilng gegawghthearsl and two wonderf
day God uses me in a way that | feel honored
meet dail y. It is my prayer that whatever |
I Am Thankf ul
By Jal eialhiylr eavdies
I am thankful for l'ife i1tself. I t hink
b a s-+Lcl sF E ! I am thankful t hat I am able to f
my favorite shows, and spending time with t
i magine not being able to feel happy, sad o
about factors that may caus & swhraets smaokre sarle [flen
thankful for the chance to feel and be alive,; '
be found anywhere el se
I Am Thankf ul
By Jonathan Carey, new father
Wh a 't I am most thankful&s fmy $Sen@nlaxhhary. o
first time parent but was even more so -wWmachkigndgd
but spending so much time close together ma d e
greatest gi ft and everything | could have h
di fferent perspective. Therefore, my | astin
gi ft dail y.




